Robin Maynard


          22 Brighton Road, Bristol, BS6 6NT.


 robin.maynard@btinternet.com
An experienced and able communicator and campaigner:

Working at a senior, strategic level for leading environmental organisations, commercial companies, and within the public sector
Achieving positive change on a broad range of environmental issues
An articulate and proven public speaker, writer and broadcaster.
“Robin has extremely wide ranging experience, excellent contacts and detailed knowledge of food and farming issues and the broader environmental agenda… 

There are few, if any, more experienced campaigners in these areas. Robin has an encyclopaedic knowledge of the issues and the underlying facts and science needed to support his case.”



Peter Melchett, Soil Association Policy Director
Avon Wildlife Trust                                                                                   Jan. 2014 - present

Director of Community Programmes                                                   

Overseeing AWT’s community engagement and learning programmes. Developing strategy for new programme focused on the value of access to and activities within nature to provide social goods of health and wellbeing.  Member of Senior Management Team.
Freelance Communications and Campaign Strategist                  Oct. 2010 – Jan. 2014
Working for a number of clients including:
Our Forests - co-founder with Jonathon Porritt and co-ordinator of the Our Forests ‘ginger-group’ set-up to challenge the Government’s ill-thought through proposal to dispose of all of England’s public woods and forests.  Drafted Our Forests, ‘A Vision for England’s woods and forests’ (Jan 2012).  
http://saveourwoods.co.uk/category/our-forests/
Also provided strategic advice to 38 Degrees supporting its online ‘Save Our Forests!’ petition - which secured over half a million signatures. Our collective efforts forced the Government to reconsider and eventually withdraw its disposal plans – the first major policy U-turn of the Coalition. 
Pennyhooks Project (care farm) - providing strategic input and advice to ensure the long-term sustainability and development of this pioneering care farm offering places to young people on the autistic spectrum.

http://www.pennyhooks.com
Population Matters - devising and initiating an engagement project to persuade the environmental NGOs to accept the conclusion of the Royal Society’s report, ‘People and planet’ (2011) that population and consumption are ‘indivisibly linked issues’.
http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/other_comments/2062281/people_or_polar_bears.html
Countryside Restoration Trust – acting as independent campaigns and research director.

Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) - devised and developed ‘Save Our Antibiotics’ campaign highlighting the excessive use of antibiotics in factory farming and the impacts on human health. Wrote and produced the campaign foundation report, ‘Case study of a health crisis – How human health is under threat from over-use of antibiotics in intensive livestock farming’ (Nov 2011). http://www.ciwf.org.uk/includes/documents/cm_docs/2011/c/case_study_of_a_health_crisis_a_report_for_the_alliance_to_save_our_antibiotics.pdf
On-going research/briefing support for several MPs - Zac Goldsmith:  Invasive Tree pests and diseases; Caroline Lucas, Antibiotics, Forestry: Mary Creagh, Forestry.
Forestry Commission England                                                          Nov. 2009 – Oct. 2010
Head of Communications

Charged with raising the public profile and understanding of the FC’S role and remit. 
Member of the Executive Board; managing a team of five staff at head office - plus overseeing regional comms teams. 
Resigned over Government plans to ‘dispose of’ all 258,000 hectares of England’s public woods and forests. See Our Forests above.
Soil Association 




                  Sept. 2005 – June 2009
Director of Communications and Campaigns            
Outward-facing representational role, as well as having responsibility for all strategic communications.  
Developed organisational policy on key issues including: bovine TB, avian influenza (‘bird ‘flu’).

 Led organisational campaign on Food Security; drafting campaign report, ‘An inconvenient truth about food – neither secure nor resilient’.
http://www.soilassociation.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=EttWlupviYA%3d&tabid=215
Environmental Consultant and Writer        

                   July 2004 – Sept. 2005
Clients included: Environment Agency, Forster Company, Soil Association.
Feature writer for The Ecologist magazine. 
FARM


                                                                          Oct. 2001 – July 2004
Coordinator/Director
                                         
With Zac Goldsmith set-up FARM, offering an independent voice for farmers - providing a practical, alternative view on GM crops.
Forster Company

                                                         Sept. 2000 – Sept. 2001
Senior Consultant
Lead on environmental and development issues for corporate, government and NGO clients. 
Developed communications strategy for Anita Roddick; based around development, trade and human rights issues - built partnerships with: Action Aid, People & Planet, WDM.
Article and speech-writing support for Anita Roddick and other clients.
The Soil Association 
                                                                        June 2000 – Aug. 2000
Consultancy


Restructured Campaigns and Policy department; instigated organisational strategy process.

Carlton Television


                                             Sept. 1999 – May 2000
Campaign Manager
Contracted to provide environmental and community engagement content for the ITV’s ‘Year of Promise’ day-long programme broadcast on 1st May 2000. Broadcast items on climate change, energy efficiency, recycling and community ‘Time Bank’ schemes.
Brokered partnerships with: Barclays; BP; Iceland; Kingfisher Group; Common Ground; Global Action Plan; LETS Network; Plantlife; Waste Watch; Woodland Trust.
Friends of the Earth                                                                             Dec. 1995 – July 1999
Local Campaigns Director                                        

Responsible for Friends of the Earth’s 250 local groups across England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  Member of Senior Management Team; managing team of 18 staff located in national and regionally devolved offices. 
Established FOE as lead group challenging commercialisation of GM crops in UK.  

The Soil Association                                                                          Sept. 1994 – Nov. 1995
Campaigns Director                                            

Devised proactive campaigns on broad range of issues: including: GM crops, animal antibiotics; pesticides; CAP and general agricultural policy.   Initiated a High Court challenge against GM-seed field trials, forcing the government to change law. Member of Senior Management Team.
BBC Radio 4                                                                                        Sept. 1992 – Sept. 1994
Producer/Presenter                                                   

On Farming Today, Radio 4’s flagship rural affairs programme. 
 Also reported for BBC Costing the Earth and World Service on aftermath of Chernobyl nuclear accident; 10th anniversary of Bhopal; dam building in Himalayas; logging in Sarawak.
Friends of the Earth     





            1985 - 1992 
Senior Campaigner agriculture, land-use, and wildlife issues.
                             1989 - 1992

Built campaign into a team of eight. Campaigns included: Twyford Down/M3 extension (1992); Peatlands Campaign (1990-93). Wrote ‘Off the Treadmill’ FOE’s manifesto for sustainable food and farming. 
Information and Publications Officer      


                             1987 – 1989
Tropical Rainforest and UK Countryside and Agriculture issues; also overseeing design and printing of all FOE’s publications.
Volunteer and project work       




                             1985 – 1987

·  ‘Arts for the Earth’ fundraising and educational events.
· Organising Stop Sizewell ‘B’ rally focussing public opposition to nuclear power.
· Operating mobile radiation unit monitoring areas affected by Chernobyl fall-out.

Employment prior to 1985
Teacher - Egypt, Suffolk.





              1982 – 1984
Tree-surgeon.

                       
                                                                        1980 – 1982
Advertising Executive.


   


                             1979 – 1980

Qualifications, Education, Training
· English Language and Literature Degree, Oxford University, 1976 -79
· 1 ‘S’ Level; 4 ‘A’ Levels; 1 ‘AO’ Level, 7 ‘O’ Levels.
· Strategic Communications, National School of Government, 2009

· Government communications foundation course, National School of Government, 2010

· Full driving and motorbike licence.
Other professional responsibilities
Trustee:  Countryside Restoration Trust; Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA); Population Matters.
Member of research group, Care Farming UK
References
Jonathon Porritt - Forum for the Future; formerly Director of Friends of the Earth
A.Paintin@forumforthefuture.org
Zac Goldsmith MP – previously, Editor of The Ecologist
zac@zacgoldsmith.com
Roz Kidman Cox - Chair, Avon Wildlife Trust; formerly Editor of BBC Wildlife magazine
kidmancox@blueyonder.co.uk
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